Report to Presbytery of the Education and Children’s Services Committee 
26 March, 2026
1. Minute of Meeting of the Education and Children's Services Committee of 29 January 2026. 

· The minutes were approved with one minor amendment.

2. Statement of Outstanding Business 

· Progress on seven items was reported and discussed. Three of these (ECS Financial Performance as at 31 October 2023, Sederunt and Declaration Of Members’ Interests, and Aberdeenshire Children’s Homes Annual Report) are now complete and it was agreed to remove them from the list. Four items remain outstanding (Additional Support Needs Review – Enhanced Provision/Community Resource Hub Model, Annual Scrutiny and Improvement Report, Petition for Consideration – ‘Rhynie Primary School and Nursery Kitchen Conversion, and, Education & Children’s Services Committee – Transformation & Efficiencies Programme 2025/26.) and their progress will be reported at the next meeting.

3. Education & Children's Services Financial Performance 2025-26 

· Progress on seven items was reported and discussed. Three of these (Education & Children’s Services Committee – Transformation & Efficiencies Programme 2025/26, Aberdeenshire Anti-Bullying Policy. and ECS Annual Procurement Plan 2026 – 2027) are now complete and it was agreed to remove them from the list. Four items remain outstanding (Additional Support Needs Review – Enhanced Provision/Community Resource Hub Model, Annual Scrutiny and Improvement Report, Petition for Consideration – ‘Rhynie Primary School and Nursery Kitchen Conversion’, and Education & Children’s Services Financial Performance 2025-26) and their progress will be reported at the next meeting.

4. Secondary School Capacity Review, Admission Limits and Reserved Places 

Report Summary
Education & Children’s Services Committee set an admission limit and number of reserved places for each Secondary School on an annual basis. The Committee are being asked to approve the recommended admission limit and number of reserved places for each secondary school for the session 2026-27.
Officers within Education & Children’s Services have undertaken a full review of all secondary school capacities. The Committee is asked to approve the revised capacities, which will be implemented from the 2026–27 session.

The Committee 
· Approved the new capacities for each secondary school;
· Approved the secondary school S1 admission limits for the school session 2026-27;
· Approved the secondary school S2-S4 limits for the school session 2026-27; 
· Agreed to a review and update of the secondary school admission limit and reserved places policy.

5. 2025/26 Based School Roll Forecasts 

Report Summary
Education & Children’s Services publish School Roll Forecasts for all primary and secondary schools in Aberdeenshire on an annual basis. This report provides the updated 2025/26 based school roll forecasts for each school in Aberdeenshire. The report also highlights those schools expected to exceed published capacity or operating significantly under capacity across each of the six Council areas.

The Committee
· Approved for publication the school roll projections for schools across Aberdeenshire as detailed.

6. Consultation Report Regarding the Closure of Tullynessle School 

Report Summary
The report informed Education & Children’s Services Committee of the
outcome of the statutory consultation process regarding the closure of
Tullynessle School.
The Committee was asked to consider the consultation report and provide
comments on the recommendation outlined in Section 14.1 of the consultation
report.

The Committee
· Considered the formal consultation report regarding the closure of Tullynessle School;
· Considered the comments of Marr Area Committee on 10 March
· 2026; 
· Made a recommendation for the consideration of Full Council on the officer’s recommendation within the consultation report at 14.1, and the permanent closure of Tullynessle School and reassigning its catchment area to Keig School.

7. Banchory Devenick School 

Report Summary
The report provided the Education & Children’s Services Committee with an update on the situation at Banchory Devenick School associated with the heating system, along with the school condition position, roll figures and Portlethen Cluster capacity. It also outlined the strategic and operational viability of the school and sought permission to commence statutory consultation on the permanent closure of the school.

The Committee
· Noted the risk and financial implications of the repairs to Banchory Devenick School;
· Authorised the launch of a statutory consultation for the permanent closure of Banchory Devenick School, which will run during Term 1 of the 2026/27 session;
· Agreed to receive a further report on the outcome of the consultation in Summer 2027.

8. Slains School Update 

Report Summary
The report provided the Education & Children’s Services Committee with an update on the options appraisal for the future of Slains School. The report provided an update with regards to the school building and sought permission to commence statutory consultation on the permanent closure of the school.

The Committee
· Noted the outcome of the Options Appraisal and Pre-engagement regarding the future of education provision in the Slains School catchment area;
· Approved the commencement of a statutory consultation to permanently close Slains School in accordance with the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010; 
· Agreed to receive an outcome report on the consultation on or before January 2027.

9. Carbon Budget - Six-Monthly Update 

Report Summary
The report presented an update to the Education and Children’s Services
Committee on the progress to date towards the actions listed in the Carbon
Budget 2025-2026 that were agreed by Aberdeenshire Council on 27 February 2025 (Item 5) for Education and Children’s Services Directorate.

The Committee
· Considered and commented on the Education and Children’s Services Carbon Budget six-monthly update;
· Noted the ongoing responsibility of each Director to secure their reduction targets as set out in the Carbon Budget, and to report progress at six-monthly to the relevant Policy Committees and to the Sustainability Committee

10. Transport Transformation Update on Sandhaven to Fraserburgh Consultation 

Report Summary
The report was submitted to provide an update to the Education and Children’s Services Committee following the previous submission in January 2026, which outlined the intention to consult on the removal of school transport provision on three identified routes (29th January 2026 Transport Transformation Update Report.pdf ). This report details the outcome of the engagement with Ward 2 and Ward 3 Elected Members, as requested by the Committee, prior to the commencement of formal public consultation on one of those specified routes

The Committee
· Decided not to recommend a consultation and referred this matter back to the transport working group.

11. Child Protection Committee Annual Report 2024-2025 

Report Summary
The Child Protection Committee Annual Report 2024-2025, set out how the
Child Protection Committee (CPC) has met its functions of public information,
engagement and participation, continuous improvement, and strategic planning and connections. The CPC works in accordance with the National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland 2021 – updated 2023 and  rotecting Children and Young People: Child Protection Committee and Chief Officers Responsibilities.

The Committee
· Considered and commented on The Child Protection Committee Annual Report 2024-2025.

12. Stage 1 Report on the Secure Care Audit 

Report Summary
The report offered a detailed assessment of Aberdeenshire Council’s use of
secure care and answered the associated questions within the agreed
framework of the Stage 1 process. Members were asked to consider
recommendations and agree future improvement actions.

The Committee
· Considered this Stage 1 scrutiny report and recommendations provided the Committee with sufficient assurances on this matter;

13. Minute of the Meeting of 5 December 2025 of the Educational Trust Sub-Committee 
· The minute was noted.

