Code of Conduct - Conflict of Interest

Question 1
Application for building work on a church roof.
Application submitted by a congregation to Presbytery Property and Finance Committee for a substantial repair of the roof of XYZ Church. Proposed to award contract to ABC Ltd based on estimated cost of £60,000. Other contractors have been asked to quote but only ABC Ltd has submitted figures. One of the members of the Presbytery Property and Finance Committee is known to be a director of ABC Ltd. 

What action should the Property and Finance Committee take when discussing the application?  …and why?



Question 2 
Proposal to employ an additional part-time Administration Officer. 
Due to the volume of work in the Presbytery Office the Staffing Group has recommended an additional person be employed; the recommendation is submitted to a full Presbytery meeting for approval. One of the Presbyters at the meeting has declared she is a parent of the proposed employee; she is not a member of the Staffing Group.

What action, if any, should the Presbytery take when considering the recommendation for approval?  ... and why?  



Question 3 
Request to sell part of Church Glebe. 
Deliverance from Presbytery & Finance for discussion at Presbytery meeting in respect of potential sale of glebe land to local golf course. One minister and two elders declare a conflict of interest as they are members of the golf course; in addition, one of the elders is also on the management committee of the golf club.

What action, if any, should the Presbytery take when making a decision on the Deliverance?  ... and why?  





Question 4 
Application for expenditure on a manse.
The congregation of Highview parish wish to instal solar panels on their manse building in order to improve the energy efficiency rating. Three estimates have been received:
Munro Ltd £10,000, Corbett Ltd £9,000 and Graham Ltd £7,000.
The congregation have selected Corbett Ltd. to carry out the work on the grounds that the work can be carried out earlier than the other contractors. The application comes before the Property and Finance committee, whose Convener, Mr Hill, is the brother-in-law of Mr Corbett, owner of Corbett Ltd.

What action should be taken when discussing the application at the Property meeting?  …and why?


      
Question 5 
Proposed Adjustment for Union of Churches 
A Deliverance is presented on the floor of Presbytery as part of Business for Discussion in the report of the Planning and Deployment committee. The proposed adjustment is for a union between A Parish Church and B Parish Church to be known as C Parish Church. The Moderator of the meeting is a member of B Parish Church. 
 
What action should be taken when this item is to be discussed at the Presbytery meeting?  …and why?


Induction Training

Question 6 
What are the differences between full membership of Presbytery and corresponding membership of Presbytery?


Question 7 
In advance of a Presbytery meeting, you will receive the committee reports. If you have any questions or wish to request a change to a Deliverance, what are your options?
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